GMB @ DURHAM COUNTY
COUNCIL

In this edition you will find:

Dying to Work Charter Pagesl-2
New DCC Policies/ Restructures/Section 188’s Page 4
W@]@Omﬁ to th@ North Durham Women’s Conference Page 4
Apprentice Induction Page 5
GMB Local | |
. Social Events (Edinburgh/York) Page 6
AUIhOmW B]fﬁl]ﬂl@h Violence & Aggression Campaign Page 7
Autumn 2@18 GMB Raffle for St Cutherbet’s Hospice Page 8
N@WS][@“[@]I’ 2019 Diary Drop In Sessions Page 9
GMB Benefits Pages 10-11
Social Media Page 12
Keeping In Touch Page 13
Application Forms Pages 14-15

Durham County Council has signed up to the “Dying To Work Charter”
as part of the TUC’s campaign for greater employment security for
terminally ill workers.

David Clegg from Durham LA Branch led the way from the Trade
Unions in working with the authority to get them signed up to the
Charter.
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terminal conditions to be made a
‘protected characteristic’, ensuring that
} employees battling terminal conditions
will be supported, protected and
/ guided throughout their employment,
following a terminal diagnosis.

? The Dying to Work campaign calls for

In signing the charter, Durham County Council has confirmed that it recognises
that safe and reasonable work can help maintain dignity. It has also promised to
provide employees with peace of mind and the right to choose the best course
of action for themselves without undue financial loss, and has confirmed that it
will protect death in service benefits for employees’ loved ones.

More information on the Dying To Work Charter can be found at
www.dying towork.co.uk




Durham County Council has
been working with Trade
Unions to update a number of
it’s policies to being them in
line with the modern ways of
working.

The changes may benefit
members so it is worth |
spending a bit of time reading

through the new policies to ‘
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The main changes are: Section 188 Redundancy
Notices and Restructures

Resolution Policy to
replace Grievance Policy

Attendance Management  Plegse contact the Branch if
Policy has been updated

to take the “Dying To you receive a
Jglcy, Crarterinto Section 188 notice or your
Compassionate Leave |/ Service is going through a
Bereavement Leave now restructure.
have their own policies
Code of Conduct now
B o & Call us on 03000 268135
Conduct

or

Email: gmb@durham.gov.uk




B8 To celebrate the centenary of
. women’s suffrage, the North
Durham Women’s Forum
organised a conference in
Stanley on 20th October.

They revisited the last 100

¥ years of women’s history and

debated their achievements
and current strife.

The event was opened by
Kevan Jones MP.

GMB Durham Local Authority branch
held a stall at the event where we
provided advice and support

Special guest speaker was Selina Todd
and workshops included:

« Aspiring young women - Just For
Women

« Women in business - Karen Brown
« W.A.S.P.I.-SylO’Brien

. Early Labour Women -
Kath Connolly, Carole Williamson,
and Dorothy Rand

. Women, girls and domestic violence g9 | o g
- ASPIRE & Durham Police ? —
Commissioner’s Office | ' Tel: 03000 26

Email. gmb@durh

«  Brexit - Jude Kirton Darling MEP
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Apprentice Induction

GMB Regional Officer Michael Hopper and Equalities Officer Julie Wynn
greeted the fifty three new apprentices that have joined Durham
County Council

The new recruits will be working across all the services in the authority
and gaining valuable skills and experience that will hopefully lead on
to their future careers
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On 19th September, GMB branch organised a day trip to Edinburgh on LNER
trains.

The weather on the day was perfect and all members had a fantastic day.

Our annual Christmas shopping trip to York is on Saturday 24th November
this year.

This yearly coach trip is hugely popular with our members who get an
opportunity to explore the city’s mediaeval charms and the St Nicholas
Christmas Markets

Seats are limited but we do have a reserve list if members wanted to put their
names forward for the trip




GMB Durham LA Branch alongside Durham County Council have launched a
campaign to deal with the violence and aggression that the authority bin crews
are facing on a regular basis.

While over 250,000 bins are collected every week without issue, thereis a
growing number of cases where staff have been harassed or assaulted while
carrying out their duties.

GMB regional organiser Micky Hopper, said: "Over the last year we've had a
number of incidents where drivers and crews have been assaulted or abused
and that can't be right.

"People have the right to be protected while they work and it is well worth
supporting any cause that helps to keeps workers safe."



GMB Raffle for
St Cuthbert’s Hospice

As part of the Durham Miners Gala, each year the branch hold a raffle at the
Social Night for members.

This year, the raffle was raising money for St Cuthbert’s Hospice in Durham

The branch raised £868.00 in total that was presented to the hospice by our
Branch Secretary Joy Thompson and Full Time Officer David Clegg

We would like to thank all who purchased a ticket or donated to the charity
to help raise this money for such a worthwhile cause




The branch will be holding drop in sessions at various sites over the coming
weeks to hand out the 2019 dairies

This is an opportunity for members to speak to the branch officers and reps
and an opportunity for non GMB members to learn more about the valuable
work that the union carries out.

The dates arranged so far are:

Morrison Busty Depot, (Upstairs  Friday 26th October 06:00-10:00
Canteen)

Comeleon House, Tanfield Friday 26th October 12:00-14:00
(Canteen)

Direct Services, Meadowfield Thursday 1st November 11:00-13:30
(Canteen)

Chilton Depot (Canteen) Tuesday 6th November 06:00-10:00
Chester-Le-Street Leisure Centre  Thursday 8th November 09:00-11:30
Freemans Quay Leisure Centre Thursday 8th November 13:00-15:30
Consett Leisure Centre Thursday 15th November 09:00-11:30
Hackworth Road Depot (Canteen) Thursday 15th November 06:00-09:30
Louisa Centre Thursday 15th November 13:30-16:00
Spectrum 8 Thursday 15th November 12:00-13:30
Woodhouse Close Leisure Centre Friday 16th November 09:00-11:30
Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre Friday 16th November 13:30-16:00
County Hall (Durham Room) Wednesday 21st November 11:00-13:30
Abbey Leisure Centre Tuesday 27th November 09:00-11:30
Meadowfield Leisure Centre Tuesday 27th November 13:30-15:30
County Hall (Durham Room) Thursday 29th November 11:00-13:30

Further dates may be added so please check the Bulletin Board for updates.



GMB Benefits & Services

UIA—Home Insurance Offer

Just one phone call to us today could cut the
cost of your home insurance, so what are you
waiting for?

Great Value

Interest-free monthly payments
Extra 10% discount on Combined Buildings & Content policies

Get up to £50 towards any switching costs your current insurer might
charge

97% of people would recommend us**

e 100% UK-based call centres

o A dedicated, highly experienced Claims Team from the start to finish of any
claim

Just call 0800 072 9922 (0143 876 1651 for mobile users)

GMB Road Traffic Fund

If you drive as part of your work then the Road
Traffic Fund is ideal for you.

For just an additional 10p per week to your GMB
contributions, the fund offers a variety of beneift
for those who drive as part of their work,
inlucding the payment of speeding fines
(conditions apply)

Joining the Road Traffic Fund couldn’t be easier.

Contact the branch for more details




Highly rated insurance from LV=

Good news... GMB members are
entitled to exclusive discounts on a
wide range of LV= insurance prod-

ucts through your union
membership.

DSeamian "Etf |
Car‘ I“E“ranﬂe 5 Star rated cover — awarded by
ol bers Defaqto, the independent financial
& for GME memoe researcher, for the 11th year in a

row for being one of the best
, | = _quality car insurance products on
o e — r'“"f FEREEETE the market. With our comprehen-
0 .B O0 756BE B34435 | sive cover we offer features and
; " benefits including accidental
_'_1'_ ug:_'?ﬁ}_i' ﬁ:flr"'r E&_hjﬂ damage and personal accident
e f cover.

LV= also offer caravan insurance as
well as discounted rates to GMB
members on the following insur-
ance cover:

Classic car insurance — our comprehensive car insurance policy offers you
protection for your pride and joy in case something should ever happen.

Motorcycle insurance — motorbike lovers can enjoy our motorcycle insurance
with full cover of helmet and leathers and can protect their no claim discount if
they have 4 years claim free for the life of their policy.

e Accidental damage to your car

e Uninsured driver promise — no loss of No Claim Discount and no excess to
pay

Misfuelling cover if you accidentally fill your car with the wrong fuel

New locks and keys if your keys are lost or stolen

Unlimited cover for factory fitted phone, audio and sat nav equipment

A new-for-old car replacement if yours is less than 12 months old

£10,000 personal accident cover — if you or your partner are injured
Replacement child car seats

£200 cover for personal belongings in your car

Contact the branch for more details




Social Media

Durham Local Authority
Branch on Social Media

@durhamgmb

g @GMBDurham

@ @durhamgmb

Or visit our branch
website

Welcome to our Website. ..

www.durhamgmb.info




The branch are keen to ensure that our members are
always kept up to date on the latest news and events that
may be of interest

We are constantly updating our social media feeds,
website and Bulletin Board notices and will always try and
keep our members informed of any new events

We currently have a mailing
list for internal and external
members to receive
information on our Social
Events

If you would like to be added
to this then please contact the
branch with your email
address

GMB Bulletins

Please note: up-to-the minute information for members is posted onto
the Durham County Council bulletin board

Remember — You’re better off in the GMB




Application Form
(Direct Debit)

Joln@ now for protection, support and advice.

Hand this form to your local GMB representative, or seal it and put it in the post (you do not need
a stamp). Questions? Email us at Info@gmb org Uk of visit our website: www.gmb.orguk where
you can also join instantly,

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS mmmmuXa

TELLUS ABOUT YOU

P
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THE IMFORTANT BITS,

. AND JOIN. | agree to abide by GMB rules. oy
L —_— r —— 0010 wives g ook your pivoey
Welcome to the GMB Union family! ot o st




Application Form
(Check Off)

Jom@ now for protection, support and advice.

Hand this form to your local GMB representative, or seal it and put it in the post (you do not need
a stamp). Questions? Email us at info@gmborg Uk or visit our website: waww grb org ul where
you can also join instantly.

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS mmmnnﬁx:

TELLUS ABOUT YOU. !

THE IMPORTANT BITS.

SFTAYING IN TOQUCH,

AND JOIN. | agree to abide by GMB rules.

Ta recd the OME rulabook phacie visit
Signed x wivan Qi ceguilrules Fer our privacy
mwm WA TR CRGAI YL R TVOGY

nu.' . [ ] You can chango your comoct preforonoos ot
- —- any time by logging INto your MyGVE orea of
Welcome to the GMB Union family!

www gmo.orgutmygmb
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