GMB@DURHAM COUNTY
COUNCIL

In this edition you will find:

Christmas Trip To York Pages 2-3
Pay Update 2018/19 Page 4
Remembrance Day Service Page 5
Children In Need Page 6
Derrick Little Memorial Page 7
GMB Stalls Page 8
Social Events Page 9
GMB Benefits Pages 10-11
Social Media Page 12
Keeping In Touch Page 13
Application Form Page 14

Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year to all GMB members
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& HAPPY NEW YEAR

The Branch Officers and Shop Stewards would like to pass on their best
wishes to all GMB members and wish you all a very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year. We hope that you all enjoy the festive period.

The branch appreciates the support that you have given this year in the
various charity events we have held and we hope that the services and
support we have offered has been of use to our members.




This year's shopping trip to York took place on 18th November and was attended
by one of our largest groups yet.

The weather held out for us and provided a perfect day
for GMB members to soak up the festive atmosphere and
enjoy the sights and sounds of the Christmas markets.

As always, there were plenty of activities on the two
coaches on the way down to York, which helped keep our
#4 members entertained including a prize raffle, general
=¥ knowledge quiz and various games ofp Bingo!
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IMPORTANT PAY UPDATE

GMEB and the other unions representing workers in local government have received a pay offer from the
Mational Employers for Local Government Services, who negotiate pay on behalf of 350 local authorities
in England, Wales and Morthern Ireland.

The pay offer stands to affect over 1 milhion workers. Local government staff have been offered a two-year
pay increase from 1 Apnl 2018. The local government pay offer has three key features:

1) The majority of staff - those on salanes staring of £19,430 FIE per annum - would receive an wplift
ot 2 per cent on 1 Apnl 2018 and a further 2 per cent uplift on 1 Apnl 2019,

2) Staff on the bottom of the national joint pay spine (Spine Column Point & - 19) wall recerve higher
increases. [he starfing rate will move to £8.50 on 1 Apnl 2018 [a 9.3% increase) and wall further move
to £9.00 on 1 Apnl 2019.

3) The offer also includes the intreduchion of a new natonal pay spine on 1 Apnl 2019,

Full details of the pay offer will be presented to all GMB members across Local Govemment so GMB
members can have a say on their pay.

Throughout the GMB pay pinch campaign www.paypinch.org the GMB has been clear that local
government workers are suffering the worst squeeze on their pay in living memory, and that the years of
pay pinching by government must be brought to an end with decent pay nses.

The GMB will now be giving the employers’ formal pay offer the careful scrutiny and consideration it

requires — and it will be discussed in the coming week ot a speaal Conference of GMB Mational Joint
Counal Representatives from England, Wales & Northern Ireland scheduled for Wednesday 13th

December 2017.

For more detail on ’rhe emplnyers cr[‘Fer see here: hitps://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/counal-

employees-pay-of nounc
GMB statement can be found at: hitp://www.gmb.org.uk/newsrocom/council-pay-offer-considered. hirr

Please pass this important pay update to a non-trade union member. Should they wish 1o
be incduded in the GMB pay ballot ask them to sign up at vwwww.gmb.org.uk/join



Remembrance Day

Service

Branch President Les Timbey
laid a wreath at this year's
Remembrance Day Service at
County Hall on behalf of the
branch and it's members

Les also read the

Remembrance Poem on
behalf of Durham County
Council before the

service observed the two
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They shall grow not old,

As swe that ::rr left grow old, . .

,ﬂl_gc shiall nod WEAry them, manTeS Sllence 1-0 r‘emember‘
s and honour those who have paid
Al s g the price for our freedom.
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GMB

GMECIWORK
! orti The branch held a cake sale in aid
We. re. Suppor'th of Children In Need in the County
EE- Hall office and raised a grand total
m Ch'ldr\en of £285.88
.. in Need

Thanks to all those who donated for this very
worthy cause




It has been 11 year's since our
previous Branch Secretary,

Derrick Little, passed away and the
branch have rald their respects to him
by laying flowers in the grounds of

County Hall.

Derrick Little Branch Secretary 1977 - 2006
Durham County Local Authority Branch

Derrick was
Branch

EE T Secretary & § |

PR from 1977 to =

2006 and is

G M B deeply missed &=
by many

_ friends and [

o DLl BN CEE colleagues




GMB

GMECIWORK

Over the coming weeks, GMB reps will be visiting various
locations and holding stalls to provide information on our
benefits and services

This will also be an opportunity for members to collect
their 2018 diaries. If you miss the stalls then you can
contact the branch to arrange to collect a diary.



GMB

GMECIWORK

Each year the branch organises a number of social
events for our members.

These include a Summer trip
to the seaside town of

Whitby in August and a
Christmas shopping trip to
York in November

There is also the
yearly gathering at |
Durham Miners Gala |
where we carry the B

branch banner gl
through the City
until we reach the

Racecourse where i
we have a marquee ==¢
set up for members

If you have any suggestions for ideas for future social
events please let the branch know as we are always keen
to hear new ideas from our members.
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GMB Benefits GMB

GMECIWORK

UIA—Home Insurance Offer

Just one phone call to us today could cut the
cost of your home insurance, so what are you
waiting for?

Great Value

Interest-free monthly payments
Extra 10% discount on Combined Buildings & Content policies

Get up to £50 towards any switching costs your current insurer might
charge

97% of people would recommend us**

 100% UK-based call centres

e A dedicated, highly experienced Claims Team from the start to finish of
any claim

Just call 0800 072 9922 (0143 876 1651 for mobile users)

GMB Road Traffic Fund

If you drive as part of your work then the Road
Traffic Fund is ideal for you.

For just an additional 10p per week to your GMB
contributions, the fund offers a variety of beneift
for those who drive as part of their work,
inlucding the payment of speeding fines
(conditions apply)

Joining the Road Traffic Fund couldn’t be easier.

Contact the branch for more details




Highly rated insurance from LV=

Good news... GMB members are
entitled to exclusive discounts on a
wide range of LV= insurance prod-

ucts through your union member-

ship.

| C: al InS LAV 5 starrated cover — awarded by
- _-E : i bErs ~ Defaqto, the independent financial
- for (MG me : researcher, for the 11th year in a

row for being one of the best quali-
2 _. ty car insurance products on the
i i A e _market. With our comprehensive
il:] 8 {:] D ? 5 e .B 3 43 . cover we offer features and bene-
visit us at LV.com/GME " fits including acc!dental damage
and personal accident cover.
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LV= also offer caravan insur-

ance as well as discounted rates to
GMB members on the following in-
surance cover:

Classic car insurance — our comprehensive car insurance policy offers you
protection for your pride and joy in case something should ever happen.

Motorcycle insurance — motorbike lovers can enjoy our motorcycle insurance
with full cover of helmet and leathers and can protect their no claim discount
if they have 4 years claim free for the life of their policy.

¢ Accidental damage to your car

¢ Uninsured driver promise — no loss of No Claim Discount and no excess to
pay

Misfuelling cover if you accidentally fill your car with the wrong fuel

New locks and keys if your keys are lost or stolen

Unlimited cover for factory fitted phone, audio and sat nav equipment

A new-for-old car replacement if yours is less than 12 months old

£10,000 personal accident cover — if you or your partner are injured
Replacement child car seats

£200 cover for personal belongings in your car

Contact the branch for more details




Social Media

Please follow the GMB

Durham Local Authority ,g s

Branch on Social Media ) 2
A
&

.I @durhamgmb
g @GMBDurham

@durhamgmb

Or visit our branch website

www.durhamgmb.info




Keeping in Touch

GMB

GMWORK

Section 188 Redundancy Notices and
Restructures

Please contact the Branch if you receive a

Section 188 notice or your service is going
through a restructure.

03000 268135

or
gmb@durham.gov.uk




MOISTEN HERE
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